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& Conveened by His Matrtsr it F* 
4 Jpcciall Authority, and holden at Adenburgh "FP 


in Scorland, Anorcg lt, 


4 Declaring all Epiſcopall Governcment , the 


Civill places and Power of Kirk-men ; the late Ser- 

vice Booke, Booke of Cannons and Ordin2tion ; 

the High- Commiſſion: together with the Articles.of 
Perth , tor the obſervation of Feſtivall;Uayes , 


kneeling at the Oumm'.nion, &c, co boe- utterly 
$  walanfull, and fill :cje&ed, in thar 


4 


Kirke and Kingdome, 


Whereunto is added an AR appointing Parliaments 
| to be held every —_— 
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AA anent the ratification of the Afr of the 
| Aſſembly. 


He Eſtates of | Parliament jpreſently conveened 
by bis Majeſtics ſpeciall authority, Ratiſies , ap 


| Proves and perpetually confirmes the A& of the Ge> 
.nerall: Aﬀſemblie holden at Edinbsrgh in'the moneth 
of Auguſt laſt by-paſt, madeupon the ſevententh day, 


CH - 


ot rhe ſaid moneth, and inthe eight Seſfsion ofthe 
ſaid aſſemblie , intituled , Anent the fix cauſes of our 


. by-gone evils; Whereof the tenour fellowes : The 


Kings Majeſtic having graciouſly declared, That it is 
His. Royall will and; pleaſure that all queſtions a- 
bout Religion , and mattets Eccleſiaſtical , be de- 
termined by. Aſſemblies of the: Kirke , have alſo b 

publik Proclamation. indifted this [# ree:Nationall 
Aſſcmbly, for ſetling the preſent diſtra&ions of this 
Kirk , and-for eſjabliſhingy of 4 pertedt peace,againſt 
ſuch diviſions and diſorders as have been ſore diſ- 
pleafing to His Majeſty, and grievous toall his good 
Subje&s, And: now His, Majeſtics Commiſſioner , 


7ohn. Earle of Traquhair .inſtrued/and authorized 


with a full Commisfion, being preſent and fitting un 
this Aſſembly , now fully convecned, and orderly 


conſtitute in all the members thereof, according to 
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; (2) 
the Order ofthis Kirk : having at large declared his 
Majoſtrcs zeal to” the reformed Religion, and fi 
Royall cate and render affe&ionto this Kitk, where | 
His Majeſty kad both his birth and Baptiſme, His 
great diſpleaſure at the manifold diſtraftions and di 
viſions of this Kirk and Kingdome,and His deſires to 
have all our wounds perte&ly cured with a faire 
and fatherly hand; And although in the way approven 
by this Kirk, tryail hath bin taken in former Afſem- 
blics before, from the Kirk Regeſters, to our full {a- 
tisfation, yet the Commisſtoners Grace making 
particular 1nquirie from rhe members of the Afſem- 
bly, ſolemnly conveened, concerning the reall and 
true cauſesof ſo many and great evills, at this time 
paſt, had ſo fore troubeled the peace of rhis Kirk and 
Kingdome;Irwas repreſented to His Majeſties Com- 
oa by this Aſſembly, That belide many other, 
the main and!moſt materiall cauſes were, Firſt the 
mood of this Kirk by the Prelats, with a Servis- 

k or book of Common-prayer, without warrant 
or dirc&ion from -the kirk, and conteining beſide 
the popiſt frame thereof, divers popiſh crrours cerre- 
monies, and the ſeeds: of manifold and grofle ſu- 
perſtitions and' idolatry.” with a booke of Canons, 
without warrant or direQtion- from the generall aL 
ſembly , eſtabliſhing a tyrannicall power over the 
Kirke, in the perſons of the Biſhops , and over. 
throwing'tre whole Diſcipline and Governemen 
of the Kirke by Aſſemblies, with a Booke of 
Confecration and Ordination,without warrit of au- 
thority Civitor Eccleſfiaſtical,appointing offices -= 
| Gods 
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Gods houſe, which are nat warranted by rhe woud 
of God,and repugnant tothe Diſciplire & AR$iaf 
our Kitk ; 42nd with the High Commiſhon, ereated, 
without rhe conſent of this Kirk, fubverting the ju- 
risdi&ion and ordinary Judicatories of this Kirk; 
and" grving to perſons meerly- Eccleſiaſtical, the 
power of both ſwords,and to perſons mecrlyCivill; 
the power of the keyes and Kirk cenfures. Fi ſecond! 
cauſe was the Articles of Perth, viz, the obſervation 
of Feſtivall dayes,, kneeling. at the Commynian , 
Confirmation, Adminiſtration, of the Sacraments 
ih private places , which were. brought 4 by a null 
Aſſembly , andare contrary to the Confeſſion of 

Faith, as it was meant and ſubſcribed, 4mnor580, 
and diverſe times ſiice, and to the order and conſti- 
tution ofthis Kirk. Tkhrdly, the change of the Go- 


' - vernment of the Kirk, from the Aſſemblies of ithe 


Kirk, to the perſons of ſome Kirkmen,uſurping pri- 
ority and power over their brethren,by the way,and 
under the name of Epiſcopall Government, again(F 
the Confeſfion of Faith 1580, againſt the order'ſet 
downe in the Book of policy, .and againſt the inten- 
tion and conſtitution of this Kirk from the begin- 
ning; Fourthly, the civill places and power of Kirk- 


- men, their ſitting .in Seſſion, Councell, and Exches 


quer,their riding,Grring,and Oye Parliament, 
and their fitring on the Bench as Jultices of peace, 
which according to the Conſtitutions of this Kirk, 
are incompitible with heir ſpiritnall funRion, lift 
them up above their bretliren in worldly pompe,and 
doe tend fo the hindrance of the Miniftery. Fittly 


the keeping and authorizing corrupt Aſſemblies at 
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(4) | 
Linlithgow 1606, 1608, at Glaſgow 1 610, at Aberdene 
1616.at S. Andrewes 1617, at Perth 1618, which arc 
mulland unlawſul,is being called and conſtitte quite. 
contrary to the order & conſtitutions of this Kirk, 


received and praQtiſed ever ſince the Reformation of - 


Religion, and withall labouringto introduce,Nova-. 
tions into this Kirk, againſt the Order and Religion, 
eſtabliſhed. A ſixt cauſe is, the want of lawfull and. 
free generall Aſſemblies, rightly conſtitute of Paſt-. 
ours, Docours, and'Elders, yeerly or oftner pro re 
ate, according to. the Liberty of this Kirk , cx- 
preſſed in the Book of policy, and acknowledged in 
the Act of Parliament 1592, afterwhich, the whole 
_ in one heart.and voice, aid declare, that 
theſe and ſuctrother, proceeding from the negle& 
and breach of the/Nationall Covenint of this Kirs. 
arid Kinzdome; made An. 1580. have beene indeed 
the true and maine cauſes of all our evils and diftra-- 
ions, and therefore ordaine, according to the. 
Conſtitutions. of ' rhe Generall Afﬀemblies of this, 
Kirk, and upon thegrounds reſpective above ſpeci- 


fied, that the foreſaid Service-Booke, Books of Ca- . 


nons and Ordination,andthe High Commiſſion, be. 
fill rejected,that the Articles of Perth be no more. 
practiſed: that Epiſcopall government, the civill 
perm and power of Kirkmen, be holden ill as un- 
awfull in this Kirk;that the above-named pretended 
Aſſemblies at Linlichgow 1606,1608,at Glaſgow 1619. 
at Aberdene 1616, at S. Andrets 1617, at Perth, 
1618; be hereafter accounted as null, and of none, 
effe&; and that for preſervation 'of Religion, and. 
preventing all ſuch evils in time comming, Generall 
| Bo Aſſemblies 
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_ Aſſemblies rightly-conſtitute,.asthe prop?r & com*. 


petent Judge of all matters Ecclefiaſticall, hereafter 
Ho kceped:yeerely,and oftner pro xe mats, as octaſion 
and receſſity ſhall require ( The neceſlity of rheſe 
occaſionall Aſſemblies beiug firſt remonſtrate to 
1s Mijefty by humble ſupplication) As alſo thar 
Kirk Seſſions, Presbytcries , and; Synodall Aſſeme 
biics be confitute and obſerved according to the 
orijcr of this Kirk;whicha&,with all and ſundry the 
particular heads, clauſes , and articles therein cCOn- 
tained , the Eſtates now conveened by his Majeſties 
indidtion, warrant and authority foreſaid, ratifies , 
a2proves and confirmes inall'points, in manner as 
the ſame proports; and givesthereunto the ſtrength 


. of a LawyanJd Ad of Parliamzut, and ordaines exc- 


cutioa to puſſe thereupon as effeirs g and reſcindes , 
Caſſes, andannuls all a&3 and decreets of Parlia- 
ment anJ Connſell formerly made, ; contrair and-in 
prcjatice obthe ſaid ac, or any part thereof. 


:4;4.7,, "lh ee Ee, 
Statu1ric appointing Parliaments to be holdenonce- 
F200; . Every three yearts 1 |: | 


"3; He Etatcs of Parliament preſently convecned 
. his Mzjeſties ſpeciall Authority z, Conſide- 
ring rhat by reafon. oti bij Majeſties ordinary ceſt- 
dence forth of this his ancient' & native Kingdome, 
the grievances and complaints of his good Subjects, 
cannot have ſo free and eaſie accefſe ro his Majeſties 
cares, as the ſame may be! conveniently repreſented 
19 his Majeſties Commiſſioners', andthe _— of 
| 5 aI- 
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<6) 
Parliament from time to time; and higie neceMiry it 
15 thar frequenr Parliaments be kecped within this 
King Jome,for prefervation of the purity-of the true 
Religion now by:Goils providencecſtabhiſhed with- 
11 the ſame, and for theequall and impartiall admi- 
Niftration of Juſtice to all his Majeities Subje&ts , 
and miintaining of peace and cancord amongſt 
them, by applying of the trnc and lawfull remedies 
to their grievances and complaints, and timons fup- 
presſing of all abuſes and corruptions, which orher- 
wayes trom ſnall beginnings will groiy to great dif 
orders, (which frequent Parliaments was continual. 
ly obſerved inthis Kingdome before his Mjeſties 
Father, of happy memory,went into England;) have 
ſtatute and ordained that every three yeare orice at 
leaft 2 tall and free Parliament ſhall be holden (and 
oftneras his Majeſty ſhall be pleaſed to call them } 


_ within\ the bonnds of this Kingdome "in the moſt 


commodious place and convenient "time to bee 
chougt t upon, appointed and affixed by his Majeſty 
Or his Commisftoner for the time, and Eſtates of 
Parlzaments,before the ending and cloſing of every 
P2rliament, and to be the laſt Atthereof, Andthe 
whole Eſtates wiſheth that as it was their happineſſe 
tO have his Majeſties preſence at all Parliaments, 
while the King had his refidence in this Kingdome, 
fo that his Majeſty woulg be pleaſed tobe preſent at. 
each NN —— , and they hnmbly ſupplycat bis 

Majeſty for that ceffe@. C 
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